
Letters of Recommendation 
 
Letters of recommendation are gladly supplied to all jag group members, including alumni. 
Letters are also frequently requested from individuals outside the research group. 
 
1. MANDATORY INFORMATION 
 1.1. the due date of the letter 
 1.2. the name and title of the person to whom the letter should be addressed 
  1.2.1 examples: (Dear) Dr. XYX, (Dear) Prof. XYZ, (Dear) Ms. XYZ. 
 1.3. the full address of the person to be used on the letterhead, in a format that I can 

copy/paste. 
 1.4. the purpose of the letter. Usually I can remember "job application" but if it is along 

the lines of "travel fellowship to Rio Grande Valley chemistry-in-ethanol festival spon-
sored by Navasota Rotary Club" this needs to be written down. 

 1.5. worked examples, 1.2-1.3: 
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  DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

DEP
ARMENT 

OF CHEMISTRY 20 January 2014 
 
Prof. József Pálinkás 
President 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
1051 Budapest, Nádor str. 7. 
Hungary 
 
Dear Prof. Pálinkás, Dear Colleagues, 
 
I am writing on behalf of a former postdoctoral coworker with whom I have had a long profess-
ional association, Dr. Robert Tuba. We first worked together when I occupied the Chair of Orga-
nic Chemistry at the University of Erlangen in Germany. Robert began in June of 2003, shortly 
after receiving a prestigious Postdoctoral Fellowship from the Humboldt Foundation. This highly 
coveted award required the submission of a competitive independent research proposal, and thus 
reflected Robert's intellectual creativity and written communication skills, as well as his extraor-
dinary productivity as a graduate student. He departed in September of 2005 for a "permanent" 
position in Hungary. However, when the economy deteriorated, we joined forces for another two 
years (January of 2011 thru December of 2012). This time Robert worked at the Texas A&M 
campus in Qatar, where I have a collaborative project with a professor there, Dr. Hassan Bazzi. 
We have remained in close touch since, as Robert has remained in Qatar to help the Nobel Laur-
eate Robert Grubbs (who also has a Texas A&M appointment) set up several laboratories around 
the globe.  
 
In the first two years that we teamed together, Robert established himself as a gifted preparative 
chemist – the caliber that would rank among the top 20% of coworkers in a large synthesis-based 
research group. Thanks to his deep intuitive sense for chemical reactions, he was able to make 
major breakthroughs on two projects. One of these involved the synthesis of pincer ligands and 
complexes that can be immobilized in fluorous media. This required the introduction of "pony-
tails" of the formula (CH2)m(CF2)7CF3; due to their electron-withdrawing nature, conventional 
methodologies were not successful and completely new reactions and workups had to be de-
signed. Robert was subsequently able to synthesize palladium and iridium complexes that were 
later evaluated in several catalytic reactions. Most of these results were reported in two full pap-
ers: (1) Tuba, R.; Tesevic, V.; Dinh, L. V.; Hampel, F.; Gladysz, J. A. Dalton Transactions 2005, 
2275-2283; (2) Emnet, C.; Tuba, R.; Gladysz, J. A. Adv. Synth. Catal. 2005, 347, 1819-1826.  
 
Robert's other major breakthrough involved new nickel catalysts for the oligomerization and po-
lymerization of ethylene. This work was sponsored by the French chemical company TOTAL, 
and utilized a nitrogen/oxygen chelate ligand that incorporated a second metal (rhenium, man-
ganese, etc.) in the backbone. This provides a radically different steric and electronic environ-
ment about nickel that rendered chain-termination less probable. The results were so good that 
TOTAL filed a patent: "New Single Site Catalyst Component with Metal-Containing Chelate 
Backbone", Gladysz, J. A.; Hahn, C.; Tuba, R.; Razavi, A.; Chemical Abstracts number 144: 
433294 (WO 2006/045735 A1). Robert also worked on a speculative and demanding metallo-
cenes project funded by TOTAL. 
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  DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

25 October 2013 
 
Dr. Andreas Gebauer, Chair 
Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry 
California State University, Bakersfield 
Bakersfield, CA  
 
Dear Prof. Gebauer, 
 
I am writing on behalf of one of my former doctoral students, Dr. Giovanni (Giampiero) Rachiero. 
Giampiero joined my group in May 2003, shortly after finishing his Diplom at the University of 
Naples. He defended his dissertation in October 2008, after which he spent a productive postdoc-
toral with Prof. Tom Baker at the University of Ottawa (he has dual Italian and Canadian citizen-
ship). He has subsequently held postdoctoral positions in France, Germany, and Switzerland. In 
brief, Giampiero was an excellent coworker, and I can strongly recommend him for teaching po-
sitions in organic or inorganic chemistry, as well as research positions involving organometallic 
chemistry or catalysis. 
 
I describe his research experience first. Giampiero was extremely hard-working, and developed 
exceptional expertise with Grubbs-type catalysts and olefin metathesis mechanisms. However, I 
mismanaged his dissertation. The problems were encountered with his first chapter, in which the 
goal was to test the widely believed "boomerang" mechanism of the Grubbs-Hoveda systems. 
Giampiero prepared the labeled catalysts shown in Scheme I, and sought to assay for label 
scrambling in the recovered catalyst by mass spectrometry (which would support the boomerang 
mechanism; the absence of crossover would be a fatal blow). 
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Scheme I. Crossover experiment: are the deuterium labels in the recovered catalyst scrambled? 

Mass spectrometric assays were conducted at the Max Planck Institute in Mülheim, Texas A&M 
University, and the ETH-Zürich (Peter Chen laboratory). From a scientific standpoint, it was of 
great concern that experiments that did not show crossover in the Chen laboratory showed cross-
over in the other two. There were several reasons to believe that the Chen results, with optimized 
monitoring during the course of the reaction (not just upon completion), were more reliable. 
However, a scientific dispute then occurred, and Chen withdrew his cooperation. Rather than 

 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
  

Dr. John A. Gladysz 
Distinguished Professor 
Dow Chair in Chemical Invention 
Texas A&M University 
P.O. Box 30012 
College Station, TX  77843-3012 
Tel. (979) 845-1399 | Fax (979) 845-5629 
gladysz@mail.chem.tamu.edu  

 
  DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

DEP
ARMENT 

OF CHEMISTRY 21 September 2012 
 
Ms. Kimberly Rohring 
Business Manager 
Office of Science, Technology Transfer and Economic Outreach 
University at Buffalo 
1576 Sweet Home Rd. 
Amherst, New York 14228 
 
Dear Ms. Rohring,  
 
I am writing on behalf of Ms. Cody Watson, who served for two years (May 2010 through May 
2012) as an "Chief Administrative Assistant" or "Head Journal Secretary" for a biweekly chemis-
try journal for which I am Editor in Chief (Organometallics; http://pubs.acs.org/journal/orgnd7; 
published by the American Chemical Society). I came to know her extremely well during this 
period, and can recommend her with the highest enthusiasm. 
 
Cody proved to be a motivated self-starter who learned very quickly and could easily deliver 
both the necessary quality and quantity of work. Like a newspaper, a journal will collapse if not 
given thorough daily attention. She rapidly mastered the skill of processing five-six incoming 
manuscripts every day, which included checking them for author omissions (table of contents 
graphics, supporting information for crystal structures, page number and reference formatting, 
etc.). Essential for this task was temperamental proprietary computer software that dispatched the 
manuscripts through every stage. She adroitly interfaced all of this with me, supplying hard cop-
ies when needed (my task being to assign each manuscript to an Associate Editor, or to send it 
out for peer review and make subsequent editorial decisions myself) and maintaining exemplary 
files and records. 
 
Cody exercised insightful judgment in dealing with a variety of authors, potential authors, and 
tardy reviewers – mainly busy Professors (including Nobel laureates) with the capability to ex-
plode when prodded in the wrong manner. In particular, she kept a careful watch on the review-
ers, and reminded them in a friendly but persistent way when their reports were overdue. Her du-
ties required first-rate oral and written communication skills, and she earned a carte blanche from 
me to independently compose much correspondence. 
 
After I accepted a manuscript for publication, Cody would send it and the accompanying graph-
ics files and documentation to a production department. In the case of my own Editorials, she 
would also examine the resulting proofs for errors prior to final publication. She mastered the 
arcane rules regarding "permissions" that are required when one seeks to use photographs of 
authors, historical figures, and the like, be they previously copyrighted or not. Several times per 
year we published special thematic issues for which many manuscripts had to be forwarded to 
the publisher together, and in the proper sequence. Cody proved to be an administrative wonder, 
with nary an error in her entire tenure. She also processed the cover for every issue, sending a 
rough idea supplied by an author to the art department for initial mock-up, and then back and 
forth in a series of cycles until perfected. Occasionally Cody would herself add some graphics 
using programs such as adobe illustrator, or modify a faulty graphic within an article. 
 

 
 
2. OPTIONAL INFORMATION 
 2.1. Generally, I will write from information I have on file, however…. 
 2.2. If an electronic version of the CV is viewed as helpful, I am happy to have a copy, 

which I then file with the letter. If a CV is required by recipient of the letter, then be 
certain that I am given the "final uploaded copy", and NOT a draft version. 

 
 


